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Good Country People
Questions
1. Consider the use of irony in this story. What different types of irony does O’Conner employ?
O’Conner uses verbal irony to portray the significance of Christ’s grace in a sinful and flawed world. She also uses situational irony to portray Manley Pointer who intrudes in Mrs.Freeman’s home as a Bible Salesman. One would have expected the salesman to be religious, moral, which means he was not supposed to involve himself with sinful acts. Ironically, he was interested in having sex with Hulga and to make the matter even worse he stole her wooden leg leaving her stuck in the hay loft (pg.475). In addition, Hulga says that she is not religious and that she does not believe in God, but by the end of the story she seems to be religious. She believed in good people, which was the reason she was drawn to Pointer. 
2. The story features a “frame narrative” involving a minor character, Mrs. Freeman. How does this structure related to the meaning” What does Mrs. Freeman add to the story?
Mrs. Freeman is a minor character who seems to mirror the life of her two daughters, Glynese and Carramae. In fact, she claims that they are both “good country people” because they are fine and beautiful (469). By mirroring or representing her daughters, she adds a second narrative to the story. 
3. Discuss the use of name symbolism. How do the names Mrs. Hopewell, Mrs. Freeman, Joy/Hulga, and Manley Pointer relate to their respective characterizations?
O’Conner used name symbolism to depict deeper meanings of her characters. For example, she used the name Mrs. Hopewell to imply that the character always looked at the brighter side of things. She also used the name symbolism to bring about naïve optimism on the ways she viewed and handled problems in the world. For example, Mrs. Hopewell tells Mrs. Freeman that “Nothing is perfect…that’s life!” and expressed her believe that people have different opinions that the world would be a better place if one would just smile (pg.468).” Although Mrs. Hopewell is obviously satirized by O’Connor, she is also characterized as a caring, if critical, mother, a country-woman, and an anti-intellectual who is bound by convention. 
The author used the name “Mrs. Freeman” simply to imply freedom. She is characterized to portray the world around her as it is; she embodies freedom. She has lots of freedom from her husband as well as to do everything she things is “right.” She is also characterized as nosy and rude as she had problems admitting when she said something perceived as “incorrect.”  Joy changed her name to Hulga. The author chose the name Hulga to symbolically characterize the protagonist as bitter and someone who had a bitter attitude towards life and her desire to be different from what her mother and others around her wanted her to be.
4. Why does Joy/Hulga take an interest in the Bible salesman? What does she hope to gain by interacting with him?
O’Connor explains how Hulga was imagining taking advantage of the Bible Salesman. While O’Connor tried to show Hulga potentiality of the imaginations of seducing the Bible salesman, Hulga was hoping to change his biblical worldviews. This is true because she was an atheist and did not believe in God. 
5. How would you describe the relationship between Joy/Hulga and her mother? Do you think the relationship will change after the story’s conclusion?
Mrs. Hopewell viewed her daughter as rude and this behavior affected her relationship with Hulga. Another thing that affected their relationship was Hulga’s intellect or views on life. She seemed to live in isolation because she viewed everybody around her as inferior. Having realized that the world is not as she thought, Hulga was likely to change how she viewed people. Pointer awakened her and finally realized that she was not smarter than anyone else. The relationship would change as she needed her mother to come not only to get her from the barn, but also to share what Pointer did to her. 
6. What is the symbolic meaning of Joy/Hulga’s wooden leg? How does her own view of it differ from the reader’s as the story proceeds?
The symbolic meaning of Hulga’s wooden leg is that even though she has a PHD in Philosophy she is weak and vulnerable. She is a person who still has feelings. Pointer plays a significant role in pointing this out, which was the reason he decided to do her favor in terms of leading her on the barn. It is also important to note here that by stealing the wooden leg, Pointer wanted to show that while Hulga was intellectually smarter, he managed to trick her and took full advantage of her vulnerability. 
7. How is Mrs. Hopewell characterized? Is she a sympathetic character? Does the reader’s view of her change during the story?
While Mrs. Hopewell sees Mrs. Freeman and her daughters as “good country people”, she is also a good country woman and a sympathizer. She pities her daughter who in her thirties has not fulfilled the roles expected of her by social convention even though she has a PHD in Philosophy. It is also easy to recognize some places where Mrs. Hopewell was not completely accepting her daughter’s behavior. In spite of this, she believed that her daughter was going to change. The reader’s view of Mrs. Hopewell does not change during the story because they view her as a sympathetic character who loves her daughter regardless of her flaws. Manley Pointer also affirmed that Mrs. Hopewell was also a friendly person who is even more welcoming. All these characteristics make it even more difficult for the reader to change their views about Mrs. Hopewell.   
8. Does Joy/Hulga experience an epiphany by the end of the story? Why is her face described as “churning” in the final scene? Do you think she will undergo any permanent change? 
Manley Pointer was used in the story to expose Hulga vulnerabilities and to portray the kind of lessons she learnt. The experience she got from Pointer simply made it an epiphany by the end of the story.  The experiences would make Hulga undergo a permanent change on how she viewed the world. This is evident towards the end of the story where she seemed to have finally realized that she was tricked by Pointer. O’Connor also reveals that Hulga is not purely intellectual. There was vulnerability in her that made her undergo permanent change.  
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